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the tutelage of the new Pope Honorius HI., and dragged
his weary and exhausted body to Newark. There he
died in peace with the Church, haying received the holy
Eucharist, commending his body and his soul to the in-
tercession of the pious St. Wulstan in Worcester, under
the tutelar shade of whose cathedral he wished his
ashes to repose. John died in peace with the Church,
it was of course believed with Heaven, leaving
Stephen Langton the Primate, a Cardinal of
the Church, suspended from his holy functions, in a kind
of stately disgrace, an exile from his See; the greater part
of the higher clergy under virtual excommunication as
communicating with the proscribed barons; almost the
whole nobility under actual excommunication, and so
in peril of eternal perdition.

Thus closed the eventful reign of the meanest and
most despicable sovereign who ever sat on the throne of
England. Political passions, the pride of ingenuity, the
love of paradox, have endeavoured to lighten the burthen
of obloquy which has weighed down the memory of
most of our least worthy sovereigns. Eichard III. has
found an apologist; but John has been abandoned utterly,
absolutely, to execration and contempt. Yet from the
reign of John dates, if not the first dawn, the first con-
centrated power of the liberties of England. A memo-
rable example of the wonderful manner in which Divine
Providence overrules the worst of men to its noblest and
most beneficent designs! From this time, too, the im-
pulses of religious independence began to stir in the
hearts of men. The national English pride had been
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